Readers Corner
Discussion questions for February 24, 2026

James

by Percival Everett

e James is a retelling of Mark Twain’s 1885 novel
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, which is widely
regarded as a classic work of American literature.

Have you read Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
before?

e Twain is well-known for his satirical writing. Where
does Everett use humor and satire in James? What
social and cultural conditions does the novel’s satire
mock or critique?

e What was your reaction to the novel’s ending? What
do you think the future holds for James and his
family?

o After reading James, can you think of another
character from a classic text that you would like to
read as the narrator of their own story?

Questions adapted from:
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/738749/james-pulitzer-prize-winner-
by-percival-everett/readers-guide/
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